The essential features of microorganisms and the rationale for antimicrobial therapy.
Antimicrobial agents have had a major impact on the control of most bacterial diseases; however, viral, fungal, protozoal and helminthic diseases have generally been less amenable to drug therapy. The reason for this lies in the different structural and physiological features that each group of microorganisms have. This article will outline the basic features of the various types of microorganisms, and relate these to the mode of action of commonly used antimicrobial agents.